All about Pingawings Pre-school

Pingawings Pre-school was established in 1985, it was firstly known as Mossy Lea Playgroup based at Mossy Lea Village Hall, Wrightington. Over the years the parents who ran the playgroup became qualified with child care qualifications and the playgroup was then Ofsted.  In the late 1990’s the playgroup changed it’s name to “Pingawings Pre-school”.  In 2006 the pre-school moved to Tunley UR Church hall, Mossy Lea Rd, Wrightington. This move allowed the pre-school to have a room of their own and a secure outside play area, surrounded by rural countryside it is the perfect setting to be involved in nature and the local environment.
The pre-school manager and leaders are qualified and registered with Ofsted, all are police checked; hold their first aid and food hygiene certificates.  Special training has been attended for special educational needs and child protection awareness.  We also welcome parents/carers who wish to help out and ask some parents to visit us to help with a specific theme or topic.

Pingawings is registered with Ofsted and therefore can apply for funding for two, three and four year olds where applicable.  To do this we have to provide a wide range of learning through play with activities designed to promote all aspects of the Early Years Foundation Stage (EYFS). 

Ofsted inspects the Pre-school and the report is displayed on the parent’s notice board and via the Internet. The pre-school is also a member of the Pre-school Learning Alliance.

We are open from 8.30 am to 4.15 pm each day during term time.  We accept children from 2 years to 5 years old, for a minimum of two sessions a week.  We serve a mid morning snack and drink and have a maximum of 20 children in any one session.

Children do not have to be out of nappies or toilet trained before they start preschool.

Working with Parents.

Pre-school staff work closely with parents/carers and are always happy to chat with them and learn of any information that may have an effect on the normal day-to-day general welfare of the child.  Parents and carers will receive  newsletters, memos on Tapestry and weekly slips in their child’s two-way-book, which will inform them of any events and give brief outlines of topics and EYFs targets that the children will be working on.  We invite parents to discuss their child’s progress and work with the staff to identify and meet their child’s educational, personal and social needs.  We will ask that Parents/carer contribute to their child’s record of achievement by sending special moments or activities on Tapestry and helping their children with home link activities in their two way books. The pre-school staff make sure that there is always time to chat to parents/carers.
Fees.

The pre-school charges hourly rate of £4.80.

We ask that fees are paid on the first session of the week that your child attends preschool.  We accept childcare vouchers and can arrange monthly or half term payments

If you wish to take your child out of the pre-school, a two week notice period must be given or payment of fees for the two weeks notice period must be paid.
Punctuality

We ask you to try not to be late in collecting your child at the end of their session and notify staff in any changes of persons to collect your child.

Uncollected children.

If a child has not been collected at their normal end of session time the child’s parents/carers will be telephoned, if we are unable to contact them we will then contact the next designated persons.  Two members of staff will stay with the child and remain on the premises until the child is collected.  If no contact with parents or designated persons can be made after one hour the police will be informed.

Missing children.

Head counts are made at regular intervals during the morning.  If a child is found to be missing a thorough search will be made of the premises, the signing in and out book will be checked, members of staff will be questioned and the surrounding area searched.  If a child cannot be found the police and parents will be notified.

Outings

Preschool will ask for specific consent for excursions and outings 

Sickness/emergencies

We ask that children are kept at home if they have any infection, and to inform the preschool as to the nature of the infection.  This will allow preschool to alert other parents as necessary and to make careful observations of any child whom seems unwell.

We also ask not to bring your child into preschool if they have been vomiting or had diarrhoea until at least 48 hours has elapsed since the last attack.

We will ask you to sign a permission slip giving permission for staff at Pingawings preschool to contact your child’s doctor or call for an ambulance.

Transition into preschool

Prospective parents, carers and children are more than

welcome to make informal visits before their children attend

        our setting allowing the families and staff to meet, and for the child to develop a sense of trust in the staff which helps the process of settling in.

Pingawings curriculum follows the guidance for the Early Years Foundation Stage (EYFS).  This seeks to provide, quality and consistency, celebrate awe and wonder, a secure foundation underpinned by Cultural capital, strong partnership working and equality of opportunity for all.
There are four guiding principles, which we use to shape our pre-school:

A Unique Child – every child is a unique child who is competent learner from birth who can be resilient, capable, confident and self-assured.

Positive Relationships – children learn to be strong and independent from a base of loving, secure and positive relationships.

Enabling Environments – children learn and develop well in enabling environments with teaching and support from adults, who respond to their individual interests and needs and help them build their learning over time. 
Learning and Development – Children develop and learn in different ways and at different rates and all areas of Learning and Development are equally important and inter-connected.

Within the (EYFS) there are seven areas of Learning and Development, these seven areas along with the child’s individual interests and needs  are used to help plan activities to challenge each child’s individual development. 

The areas are split into two areas firstly:

PRIME AREAS, which are:

Communication and language, physical development and  Personal, social and emotional development

SPECIFIC AREAS, which are:

Literacy, mathematics, understanding the world and expressive arts and design.
Educational programmes must involve activities and experiences for children as follows.

COMMUNICATION AND LANGUAGE

Development involves giving children opportunities to experience a rich language environment; to develop their confidence and skills in expressing themselves; and to speak and listen in a range of situations.                                                                                     
We aim to meet the requirements by providing

· opportunities for children to communicate thoughts, ideas, feelings and build up relationships with adults and each other

· incorporate this area of development in planned activities in each area of learning

· give opportunities for sharing a wide range of rhymes, music, songs, poetry, stories and non-fiction books                                                                               

· give opportunities for linking language with physical movement in action songs, rhymes and practical activities such as cookery and gardening

· plan an environment that reflects the importance of signs, notices and books                                                                                    

· provide time and opportunities to develop spoken language

· plan opportunities for children to become aware of languages  and written systems other than English, and communication systems such as signalong
· early identification and response to any particular difficulties in this area

· where appropriate, work with other professionals (speech therapists, bilingual workers)

· opportunities for children who use alternative communication systems to develop ways of recording and assessing text to develop these methods, including ICT

PHYSICAL DEVELOPMENT

Provide opportunities for young children to be active and interactive; and to develop their co-ordination, control, and movement foe both fine and gross motor development. Children must also be helped to understand the importance of physical activity, and to make healthy choices in relation to food.

We aim to;

· plan activities that offer appropriate physical challenges to build each child’s confidence to make manageable risks in their play

· provide sufficient space for activities indoors and outdoors, give children opportunities to experience energetic play and offer enough time for children to use a range of equipment 

· provide resources that can be used in a variety of ways or to support specific skills

· introduce children to the language of movement alongside their actions 

· support children’s understanding of how exercise, eating, sleeping, and hygiene promote good health

· provide time and opportunities for children with physical disabilities or motor impairments to develop their skills and work with other professionals where appropriate

· use additional adult help if needed to support individuals and to encourage increased independence in physical activities

· enrich the children’s environment with resources which support the development of fine motor 

PERSONAL, SOCIAL AND EMOTIONAL DEVELOPMENT

Help children to develop a positive sense of themselves, and others; to form positive relationships and develop respect for others; to develop social skills and learn how to manage their feelings; to understand appropriate behaviour in groups; and to have confidence in their own abilities.

We aim to; 

· form a warm, caring attachment to each child in the setting, ensuring that each child has a key person.

· establishing constructive relationships with parents, other practitioners, between practitioners and children, with parents and with workers from other agencies

· find opportunities to give positive encouragement to children, with staff acting as positive role models

· plan opportunities and give encouragement for children to work alone and in small and large groups

· ensure there is enough time for children and space for children to focus on activities and experiences and develop their own interest

· plan experiences that promote autonomy and the disposition to learn

· provide positive images that challenge children’s thinking and help them to embrace differences in gender, ethnicity, religion, special educational needs and disabilities

· provide opportunities for play and learning that acknowledge children’s particular beliefs and culture

· plan for the development of independence skills

· provide support for self-care
LITERACY

Development involves encouraging children to link sounds and letters and to begin to read and write. Children must be given access to a wide range of reading materials (book, poems, and other written materials) to ignite their interest.

We aim to;

· give an environment enriched in materials to encourage mark making, 

· encourage children to link sounds and letters through a wide and exciting range of activities

· plan for each child’s interests and stage of development 

· provide opportunities for children to share story sacks at home with their family

· provide role models of mark making, encourage different forms of mark making, including large scale

MATHEMATICS

Providing children with opportunities to develop and improve their skills in counting, understanding and using numbers, calculating simple addition and subtraction problems; and to describe shapes, space and measures

We aim to;

· provide many different activities, some of which will focus on mathematical development and some of which will draw out the mathematical learning of other activities including observing numbers and patterns in the environment

· use practical activities that are imaginative and enjoyable                                                                                     

· provide help for those children that use a means of communication other than English in developing and understanding specific mathematical language while valuing knowledge of Problem Solving, Reasoning and Numeracy in the language or communication system that they use at home.

· ensure that mathematical resources are readily available both indoors and outside.

· observe, assess and plan the next stage in children’s learning

· undertake relevant training to improve our knowledge, skills and understanding

· Use mathematical terms during play and daily routines

· Provide a range of activities, some of which focus on mathematical learning and some which enable mathematical learning to drawn out, for example, exploring shape, size pattern during block play

UNDERSTANDING THE WORLD

Guiding children to make sense of their physical world and their community through opportunities to explore, observe and find out about people, places, technology and the environment.

We aim to;

· provide activities based on first-hand experiences that encourage, exploration, observation, problem solving,                                                               prediction, critical thinking, decision making and discussion

·  develop an environment with a wide range of activities that stimulate children’s interest and curiosity

· provide opportunities that help children to become aware of, explore and question issues of differences in gender, ethnicity, language, religion and culture and of special educational needs

· use adult support in helping children communicate and record orally and in other ways 

· provide supplementary experiences and information for children with sensory impairment

EXPRESSIVE ARTS AND DESIGN

Children’s creativity must be extended by the provision of support for their curiosity, exploration and play.  They must be provided with opportunities to explore and share their thoughts, ideas and feelings, for example, through a variety of art, music, movement, dance, imaginative and role-play activities, mathematics, and design and technology.

We aim to;

· provide an environment in which creativity, originality and expressiveness are valued

· give activities that children can respond to with all of their senses

· support and provide a secure environment so children feel happy to ‘have a go’, at new things also allowing each child sufficient time to explore, develop ideas and finish working at their ideas

· provide opportunities for children to express themselves through a wide range of types of representation
                                                                                    

· provide resources from a variety of cultures to stimulate different ways of thinking

· allow children to work alongside creative adults

· give children with hearing impairments the opportunities to experience sound through physical contact with musical instruments and other sources

· give children with visual impairments access to artefacts, materials, spaces and movements

· allow children who cannot communicate by voice to respond to music in different ways such as gestures

· accommodate children’s specific religious and cultural beliefs relating to particular forms of art or other methods of representation
